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This is my first report as chair of the Hunter Environmental Institute, it has been a enjoyable and rewarding experience, thank you to all involved.

The 2008 -2009 year has been a good one for HEI, we have had the ongoing and very sound management of the committee by the secretary, Maurice Stewartson, and treasurer, Susan Adams. Both are very experienced and important to keeping HEI on track. Further, the occasional pressing into service of Michelle Manditch to fill in for Maurice during ski trips etc has been important in keeping the secretarial functions on track and under control. All of the committee members, vice chair Pam Dean-Jones, committee members Carlie Faint, Jill Kral, Jon Novoselac and Jemma Sargent have played their part and made the work of the committee lighter through their enthusiasm and contributions. Thank you to all of these people, and also to the organisations they represent. I believe that our members commitment to HEI is substantially amplified and returned through the efforts of the committee.  

This year the committee has been working to ensure that HEI’s statutory reporting is up to date, and have also started to finalise a revised HEI constitution – expect to find a draft constitution emailed out in May and a special general meeting to approve it, possibly at the June seminar. The HEI web site provides a clean, crisp web presence for HEI, and will be further developed to deliver more administrative support to the committee and thereby services to our members. 
We have also undertaken a review of the external funding we provide, and have confirmed HEI’s commitment to the Newcastle University student scholarship for environmental students and to the Hunter Environmental Achievement Awards (coming up later this year). 
I commend each of our members, and note the gold members PWCS, Advitech, Eraring Energy, Umwelt, Douglas Partners, EcoBiological, GHD Engineering and Sinclair Knight Merz as well as our corporate and individual members for their ongoing involvement and support for HEI. At this point I would like to remind everyone that membership renewals are due before June.
Seminars this past twelve months are listed below and I thanks the high quality speakers that we have had. These have included:
· Today, April 09 : Biomass Utilisation in Australia (and AGM), Professor Behdad Moghtaderi Priority Research Centre of Energy, University of Newcastle
· Feb 09: environmental/social aspects of project implementation in developing countries, Keren Halliday, freelance environmental planner
· Oct 08: Achievements and Challenges in Estuary Management, Jeff Jansson, Lake Macquarie & Catchment Coordinator and Bruce Coates, Team Leader Coastal Strategy, DECC
· Aug 08: Transport infrastructure development in the lower Hunter, Gavin Nye, Newcastle Airport and Ron Brown, transport consultant
· Jun 08: Creating a viable forest - the Mt Owen experience (and HEI AGM) - Mike Cole, Director, Centre for Sustainable Ecosystem Restoration, U. Newc

Each of these presentations has been made by quality speakers passionate about their area of expertise. They have shown us the scope and vision of specialist areas, opened our eyes to history and its impacts on current and future paths, shown us the local challenges which are being identified and wins which are being achieved, and the also the future directions that we are being taken and why. 
I am proud of these series of seminars, and hope that you are too. I look forward to today’s seminar and those to come. In the near future we will look at a common waste product, its applications and possible health impacts, and the proposed Tillegra dam, amongst others. I hope that you make your own positive contribution and continue to support and enhance the work of the Hunter Environmental Institute.

Thank you for your ongoing support.
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