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Environmental Regulation a Mechanism for Change

 How effective has it been in the past?

 How effective will it be in the future?
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History of Environmental Regulation in NSW

 Clean Air Act 1961

 Clean Waters Act & Regulations 1970

 Noise Control Act & Regulations 1970

 Pollution Control Act 1970

 Environmentally Hazardous Chemicals Act 1985

 Environmental Offences & Penalties Act 1989

 Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997

 Protection of the Environment Administration Act 1997

 Contaminated Land Management Act 1997

Related Legislation

 Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979

 National Parks & Wildlife Act 1974

 Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995

 Native Vegetation Act 2003
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Three Regulatory Landscapes in 
the Hunter

Focal Points for Discussion

 Lake Macquarie

 Newcastle

 Upper Hunter



4

Pollution Control Lake Macquarie Catchment
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Newcastle – Transition Greenfield from 
Brownfield Developments
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Upper Hunter Valley Mining and Power 
Generation Industries
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The Regulatory Change Barometer

 Alternative available

 Science/technical 

solution

 Capital to effect 

change

 Time to adjust

 Is regulation the right 

tool

 Impacts outweigh 

social/economic 

benefits

 Will a small or large 

number be impacted

 High level community 

support for change

 Co-operation from the 

regulated community

 By partisan political 

support

Regulatory 

framework

Objectives

Resources

Evaluation/ 

adjustments

Sanctions for 

Poor 

Performance


