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The Hunter-Central Rivers CMA region

Â 37,000 km2

Â 1,500 square 
kilometres of marine 
area to the NSW 
state limit, three 
nautical miles 
offshore.

Â 1.2 million residents 
ï85% along the 
coast

Â 17 State electorates

Â 10 Federal 
electorates

Â 21 local government 
areas
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CMA roles

Â The CMA is one of few government bodies left in the region 

providing extension services, technical advice and incentives to 

both public and private landholders.

Â The CMA received funding for NRM from both the Australian 

Government and State Government.

Â The CMA has a regulatory role at the State level in vegetation 

management.

Â We are in the unique position of dealing directly with NR 

managers and community (all levels) óon the groundô.

Â Community stakeholders include; urban and rural landholders, 

community groups, NGOs, local and state government, and 

major industry groups as well as individual businesses.
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CMA strengths

Â The CMA works closely with both 

state agencies and local 

government in joint investment 

partnerships. Focus is on 

on-ground.

Â We have a major coordination 

and facilitation role in providing 

links to major stakeholders, 

providing technical support for 

on-ground implementation and 

assisting with major education 

and awareness campaigns.
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Challenges

Despite the CMAôs strength and knowledge, some of our 

challenges include;

Â Getting a óseat at the tableô in strategic planning discussions at 

both state and local government levels.

Â Ensuring that at state level, local differences are recognised and 

there is acceptance that óone size doesnôt fit allô.

Â Ensuring that the CMAôs Catchment Action Plan (CAP) is 

recognised in planning and development, particularly the 

concept of óimprove or maintainô.

Â Despite exemptions available under the Native Vegetation Act 

(NVA), the CMA can still provide technical support and best 

practice advice on vegetation management throughout the 

region.
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Challenges

Â Promoting and encouraging 

investment in NRM on private 

lands, particularly by local 

government and state agencies.

Â Managing the expectations of 

both the community and all three 

levels of government, with limited 

financial and staffing resources.


