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1. Overview the region as a product of its origins and our

designs on it

2. Generalised assessment of environmental management 

performance in the region

3. Some critical success factors for the future

Presentation outline



Inheritance + design

éééééééé. or accident?

Å Region in transition since the Triassic

Å Most variable of NSW coastal catchments

Rainfall: < 600mm - >1300mm/yr

Runoff: 5% - 40%

Evaporation: 1200 ï1400mm/yr ïdeficit many areas

River flows:   7% - 700% median at Maitland

Western extent  ïbiogeographically significant mixing zone

Turbidity low, especially from forested catchments

Phosphorus low

Salinity high, especially in the centre and west

Å Fundamental shape and form defined by geology and climate




